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AN ANCIENT BOOKSELLER'S CATALOGUE. 

Among the Adler Genizah Fragments from Fostat is the 
following Bookseller's List, which is evidently not later 
in date than the beginning of the twelfth century. It is 
intrinsically of considerable importance, because it intro- 
duces us to a large number of unknown works by known 
writers. 

Two similar lists from the same collection have been 
published by Professor Bacher in the Revue des Mudes 
Juives: "XJne Vieille Liste de Livres," XXXIX, 199 et 
seqq.; "La Bibliotheque d'un Me*decin Juif," XL, 55-62 J . 
Neither of these lists, however, is as important as the one 
under consideration in respect to the number or interest of 
its volumes. Most of these are described as " bound " (l^ao), 
but already centuries ago our unnamed bibliographer 
prized his Genizah Fragments, and bound them up as 
" Miscellanies " (jnoio row). 

*li>ib D3B71 Bm» 1 

ibfo n^jfloi raw 1 ]? '"vs 2 

lbil2 JV-YO p S|DV 1SD 3 

ibio fHttrpy? avrrbtt ptosis 4 

nnyo '-i -two 5 

nrM? titd 6 

"bin rhDKo 7 

"O'WY' mro 8 

n5wi moB' n^Ni rwvra mini' [pi]p -ibd 9 

ixnbb nntxkx 'ra 10 

1 See also Poznanski, "Quelquea Remarques sur une vieille Liste de 
Livres," B. &. J., XL, 87-91, and J. Q. B., XII, 685. 
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rvw '"b nn -eotm 1 1 
rri n3e> 'oa wma ma 12 
"•JP3-6K Tic6ni> nyio nae>D T-Dan 13 
Vf . . . . taw '2-1 pt6 nt6sta 'nn 14 
nbao n[inn]ai Tcm mien '"va 15 
ibio nam «nb» 16 
i>^P nnjn i^ao "o*n ma 17 
ibin , . ,'-b n . . . -ity^ '-i mvn 18 
nia^s »b ^Nioen Nnna 19 
D»ana na-oi nnv [ni>ani Tn^ ni>an '^m nia-o 'b s n .tb ■&» 20 
niai>n }d aiD dv 'Sti miyD "o-rai pro nana 'Swn 
i^ao n^a pi> nac '^m .... n[i^]ib 
^m nhan 'Sti em»p fym .... tmn 'Sii roe '^n rr>a i^d 21 
roa^n jo ni>a» '^m naian '^ro axa 'd '^ro [aita] 'v 

b'i ntw pb nihb 
'^ni naiD '^ni txov ^m nan?n 'Sii natyn e*n 'Wi rva i^ao 22 
ni^fa nia!>n jd bK ^ni nyin '^m ^n 'Sti ahi> 
ni?JD Vf n^J pi> pemp ^n . row pt6 
DK-i nT^n }*y3^ niata 'Sn p^yn nh^k '•oaa jnoao naoa 23 

n«nDN !m»p /_ i riaw 
nyi>3 pi? -van 'n -roan -fao 24 Dnvyai? D^a mo niaSn 

Dnxysi? pai-vy '"va 25 
soman trno *i^ao 27 n^tapa pi> toy nni nw Toan 26 

rnn Nyroi snp '-va i^ao 28 
'-6 Toa ytapn ."va niaien nana 30 -i!?an mn man '"va 29 

. n-wi nox 
. . . mta saaoa nan otro ana mp 31 
T'Dan ii?a» 33 nt'D p '•iwi niaiEni rrvv ibd -cDan 32 

. . . . nn 
"jbi "vai ... itaa n-crini> . ba tWN rny Nrr>a riic 

.... nniBTrt ropoanta n^a ni>a» 34 

[ritnj si rht? pnyep ct^ai ijno nxnsD 35 

tfit^ emo i^ao 37 ma . . . 3y . . . [on]no nbo 36 
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pry p "jro 'a-6 nniaa 'fa -foo 39 ... ,t p^ nioa* '-va 38 

ntMstrvn tpvm tb6 -roan rva -tao 40 

D»-\bb warn nvjyn natwi e*m naiD '"fa 41 

yen p^ roro«ij« 'nai inyo '-6 nnsiota 'na ffa i^io 42 

rhnxi rw Man p^ n . . pa^N 'nai |Ktwi>N 'nai i^dn^x 'na 43 

^bx> ^an pi? Dxarfo* tmb 'na 44 

l^i toi nia-ia bkb!>ki nih-u nia^n notca^ ^y fone* -foe 45 

nvam ppwi n^aoi nvayni nje>n cni 'w n^a i^jd 46 

"»■$> now ^n nhx yicio -6io 47 

ii>iD "jh -vai jwdn^n 'nai . . . jnafo 'na 48 

•pntwitc ^yat&Ki jKyc&N «i[np]ni wtirbt* 'na 49 

ii?JD .... rrrcnaoi . . . nt6 jo 50 

n^JD .... pjy^N T-Dan gi 

mainta •fot nateSo nyatn ni'Npo ... 52 

... pi? nwat? 'tb -too 54 (?) D«ni>i> j^mi moa^i wai ... 53 

-\bk> 
nn Toan ni>io 57 ■oan pi> moa* '"va *&» 56 man ... 55 

... ana p^> nay 
^y -rfoc 'na . . *ftnbt& 'na n^jo 59 yen p^ a»iKnfo 'na g8 

nit? ^xnn 'nai (?)i>ONnnD^ 
pi> rrnwD^N 'nai pipa bit atonx 'nai pt^ota 'na n^a -foo 60 

"ten '-b . . . ^n 'nai '•jan 
'ii> (sic !) nam rwn w '-va ^n '-6 n^ym naio [T^ao] 6r 

*«n '-6 naty '-fa baan 
(?) Ntntd a^o pb rtonn 'na 63 ni>iD Man pi> yaiw adnata 62 

iTi .Tin^N 'na n^n nh 
n^Dpa p^ »' in n^Dan ibia 65 . , . bh orvvn "W -i^an 64 
«Nn 'ti Kinp '-6 snna jo . . pna '3 '-va 'nn 11 ppta "too 66 

"wobrbtt tbNai>N -i^an n^io 67 
uy ^y t6k 'na i^d 69 j»xiDp» '-& [T>n]in^N 'na -6io 68 
-nyi>K 'na n^io 72 [^a]i>a *in 'na tbii2 71 fraiy ntantoo "6io 70 
tripod nsips T-oam ^naj p pai ib>n p pa ei^ai»N 'na n^io 73 

nn«ai»N ao 'na 
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d-6ni t6pi iii nb\a nuitwi i^io 74 

(?) jotd w»S hi xnn^oi , b "vaa i^io r6iN nmswi i^io 75 

moiyan 'm Nnntaj 'a nnicn i^io 76 

isd TDan "Kn '-lb ]»x-\py? !woe> -I'Dan fyn opa!>N »a 'na 77 

nx^n^xi du^n 'na '•tan 
'-6 naD^N jnid D'a niwpoi (?) paxni^Ni ni . . . d?y . . paxna 78 

mvo 
rra-iyta anno nbo . . . frni . . . n '-£ . . . I'Dan n>3 79 
ja^ hsN^s b jo h«i>K nba nyxo Jtya . . . Nyat?i>Ni . . . 'na 80 
-idin 'ds jan pna '■vbi pnna . . . niynp 'i»ai mac '-va k.ts nit? 81 

nvnix 3D }3 w K.fa nsnaaoi my 82 

pivin '-va jo DnN-o 84 ... 'de> -6 pirn rninn tid . . . 1 83 

. . . ma-Q 'oai »»aW> 
DN~iai lyio emo jo Dnsia 86 n^N rrraen jo Dn«na 'y 85 

l^i -v»ai NtBD ia jo 
JsnD ri^Npoi a^an orb 'nai jmnta . . . nit? av^i »bkb6k na 87 
ni^se>i nxanxao ontna 'a' na . . on 'a ritapoi . . . -ibdi naD^x 

apy '-> 
'^n j^in p^yn -loa^x (?)Di>woi »»afw r»6yi n»si>M pio na 88 

roe>n B>*n 

(? nis jna yo') VDa: wpn^ nvnn sn^is . . oaa niait?n »tb ms? 89 

nNie> 'a 91 nwxta , ai clip jib6 .... xn^a nNie> 'a 90 

'BMKxn riyaD .... ntfxo '-vb mm ism .... nw 

.... noai (1)1x0 DNia jmDi 

'nai mbo ja^> w . . . '-vei »a«n ibdi nnn^N nnDnfo Wyni 

li>TWi nxi^K aiii 

nxoDota bsii fyai? niaien pd kiTbi 

.... fjai bio^N jo (?)nNnso 92 

nM>N 'na k^b rnv 93 

rritjo 

bxwbt* ^yJN aNDn b nya «&n n^y psnx nta nyop To 94 
Ntpoi'N in ibao 97 ... ibim 96 ... -ibdi -icy xanx n!>ao 95 
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njno i yi»M>n ibx> mmbt& 98 ... nuinai wi rnin 'a 
ta nim tS>3» -ii-j^ni 100 -bio rfabrbtn 99 D^enp ppna dw 

ntr6i» -iK>y 
naettfoi noD 'a toti^ni NipD^N nNnaafo p-v^N wn y>tapn 

NIOD PJJ3TN3 iTIDDD nO^n^NI TW^NI N">DD 33 frlDDO DHD^JD 

siyata . ... Ti3 i>N bvtobx .Tin 

frnaO "VJ IN iTTOB NiTVJ IN NT . . . N3 mV3 . . . *B> '•N b)tm 

■•n ^yi }cn . . . n '•n "bv nxbNpo -va in ntAaape pm in i>a 

djn3 nats ...» '•n ^y .... in tj3 in .... ins }N3 awn 

niy inin ih name nay naN3 nSn ^N3N n^i 

'a . . n . . . . yns&N in ^sn^n jd ih 

joa^N hvN ^in^n rgrng^N 3DNnp 

ti&^ni raBt&o nipd^n »a riNip^N . dndpn 'a ^y jDa^N 

■wd^ni ntt^Ni toti^ni *»n»r6to 'brbtn 'vo but vopcbx 

'3^n namobto . titd ^>ni 6n tai 

(J)spNsn fDp-ti»^ni nan NiiD^n 

. . . 'a^N TQrrxbw 

The following remarks deal only with such of the num- 
bered works as call for particular notice. Such commen- 
taries or Halachoth as are referred to in numbers 2, 23, &c, 
are left without annotation, because there is nothing to 
identify their authorship ; but it should not be overlooked 
that the originals to which they refer are in all probability 
the unknown works of the Geonim. Other numbers 
dealing with well-known books, such as treatises of the 
Talmud, require no notes. The word *ri>a», which so 
frequently recurs, means " bound." 

1. The D3B71 mD is a lost Midrash on the Pentateuch, cited by 
some of the earlier authorities such as the N'OT and yH3D. Specimens 
from manuscript fragments at Jerusalem have been published there 
by Dr. Griinhut in 1898, with notes by Buber. 

3. This is a bound copy of the Josippon or Pseudo-Josephus. 
Neubauer follows Zunz and Steinschneider in attributing the Josippon 
to an Italian Jew of Sherira's time or "perhaps a little later." 
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Charlemagne and other Christian worthies are referred to in the book, 
so that it could not be earlier than the end of the ninth century. 
At the date of our catalogue the book was obviously well known. 
Among the Adler Fragments are several containing the Arabic text 
with important variants from the Hebrew. 

4. "Verses of Supplication," forming part of the Karaite liturgy, 
vide E. Adler's " Karaitica," J. Q. E., XII, 678, Nos. 225 et seqq. 

5. "Saadia's Siddur," vide Steinschneider as to the copy in the 
Bodleian, and E. Adler's " Liturgy of the Persian Jews," J. Q. R., X, 
584 et seqq. 

6. "Rabbi Solomon's Siddur." In liturgical pieces, Ibn Gabirol 
often calls himself }t3pn without a patronymic. Vide Pinsker, L. K., 
128. This may be in imitation of the Talmudical Liturgist Samuel 
JtSpn, the author of the D^Dn 0313. Among the Adler fragments 
is one of eight pages containing a specimen of this Siddur, of which 
the first four paragraphs begin as follows : — 

r\ob& /p n ktid 
':b 'at \apn 
.pin NipNi mrvx .ovroa bz bv rbvi .p-insi ptwo bx avb& 

, . . dTI^N N"D rwtra 

3 

.bpem mv irwjn .mm by i^-ino Jin ,bpbp) id 1 - m»3 p« 

. . . .Y1D3 pTV ttoi 

1 
p^oyn fftn "Si .mi>w» ibw ica dios vnto pTi mbm inia 

. . . r\)Wn nttny xnih 

i 

iss px *xn .ntppa muj6 new .nnar^ icn nbh vnnua 

. . . nkh ptwi Nxmi .mwrb 

The style is quite that of the I10?D "IfD, but the Tosaphist to 
Pesachim, 114 a, refers to Rashi's Siddur as that of R. Solomon. Rashi 
is certainly not the author intended by our bookseller, nor indeed 
does he appear at all in the catalogue. 

7. " Massora." As no name is mentioned, it is probably the work 
of Moses Ben Asher, who flourished 890-895, vide post, 73. 

9. This was probably a Hebrew text of Genesis and Exodus with 
Saadia's translation. 

10. This may be the nvlBKTI 'D of the Gaon Hai ben David, 
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who flourished 890-897, of which a fragment was edited by Harkavy, 
vide Halberstam, Sefer Ha Schetaroih (Berlin, 1898). 

11. A Commentary on Ruth by an unknown writer, R. Shemaiah. 
He is certainly not Rashi's pupil cited by Zunz. 

13. The "fourth" Talmud possibly means the fourth treatise of 
Seder Moed ? Shekalim. 

14. A prayer-book or Siddur of 

16. The Midrash Mechilta on Numbers. This confirms the state- 
ment of Maimonides, that the Mechilta was extant for the whole of 
the Pentateuch, and not for a part of Exodus only. 

17. Another Midrash on Numbers, characterized by the bookseller 
as " very rare." 

18. The " Mishna" of R. Eliezer. Is this the Pirke R. Eliezer which 
is sometimes called Boraiiha ? 

19. This is the Boraitha of Samuel on Intercalations. It is men- 
tioned by early authorities, but no trace of it remains, and in fact it 
has even been confounded with the Pirke R. Eliezer. 

20 to 22. n v1?3 , . . ni3?n . The Halachic works of Isaac ben Giat, 
vide J. Derenbourg, Zeitschrift fur Wissenschaftliche Theologie, V, 397, 
and Dukes' L. B. des Orients, 1848, p. 536. Bamberger has published 
specimens of these Halachoth under an erroneous title. 

23. A miscellany beginning with a fragment of Halachoth Bera- 
choth by a disciple of R. Samuel the " Master," probably the Nagid 
Ibn Nagrela. It is just possible that the author was the Nagid's son 
and successor Joseph, who was executed at Granada in 1066, and the 
Catalogue may have been written shortly after this date, when it was 
dangerous to mention the name of the fallen Vizier, or to call Samuel 
by his title of Nagid. In the Adler collection, there is a long and 
curious letter to this same Joseph Hanagid, with every eulogy on his 
Jewish learning and Gentile influence. 

24. A Commentary on the four latter prophets by [Jehuda] ibn 
Bileam, who flourished ca. 1070. Derenbourg published that on Isaiah 
in the R. E. J., XVII, 172, and XXIII, 206. 

26. [Moses] ibn Gikatilia's Commentary on Isaiah and the twelve 
minor Prophets. 

30. A " large fragment " of the Responsa of R. Zemach [ben Paltoi 
the Gaon]. This Gaon flourished in the tenth century, but no T\"f& 
of his are known, vide post, 67. 

31. A packet of letters. 

32. (Saadia's) Commentary on the Sefer Jezira ; his Responsa ; the 
" Proverbs " of Ben Sira. This is the latest reference to the Hebrew 
Text of Ecclesiasticus until the recent discoveries. The collocation 
with Saadia is curious, vide post, 77. 
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33. A bundle of many things. 

35. The Key to the Talmud. This is probably the nnSOH r D 
of R. Nissim Gaon, beginning of the eleventh century. 

36. His D'HHD n?JD — the Hebrew Text. Both these works are 
known but neither is extant. 

37. The Midrash Jelamdenu, vide edit. Buber. 

39. A commentary on Talmud Treatise Bechoroth, by R. Baruch 
b. Isaac b. Albali. He was born in 977 and was adopted by his 
father's generous rival the Rif. 

41. Commentary on four Treatises of Moed by D^IPN " the Master," 
probably Samuel ha Nagid, cp. post, 53. 

42. The Book of Inheritance of Saadia (published by Derenbourg), 
and a work by [Samuel] b. Hofni, the father-in-law of Hai Gaon 
(flourished in tenth century). 

43. The laws of Possession ; of Pledges ; of — , by Samuel b. Hofni 
" all bound together." 

44. The Duties of Judges, by the same. 

45. A vocabulary of the Halachoth Gedoloth and Berachoth. 

46. }W» is Moed Katon. 

47. Hai Gaon's HOW 'n. 

48. Medical treatises. 

49. Grammatical treatises. 

51. The Commentary on Moses b. Ezra's Sepher Anak or Tarshish 
(vide edition Gunzbourg). This was a commentary written by the 
author himself and is not to be confounded with later commentaries, 
such as that of Abraham Eliezer Hadayan ibn Chalfan in MS. Adler 
258, vide J. Q. R., XII, 682. 

53. Commentaries on other treatises of the Talmud, by Samuel ha 
Nagid, cp. ante, 41. 

54. A Commentary on Talmud Tr. Shebuoth by (Joseph b. Meir 
Levi Ibn Megas, born 1077 ?). This seems to have been printed in 
Prague, 1826. Ibn Megas seems, however, too late. 

55. This is perhaps the Pseudo-Aristotelian work "De Porno." 

56. Samuel b. Hofni's Commentary on Jebamoth, vide ante, 42. 

57. A commentary on the Minor Prophets, by Ibn Berachel (?). 

58 and 59. Works by Samuel b. Hofni against the Karaites (TW 
= refutation). 

60. A work on the enfranchisement of slaves; on bailments; on 
neighbours, by (Samuel) ben Hofni, and a work by R. Hai. 

61. Works by R. Chananel, end of eleventh century. 

62. Ben Hofni on Sales. This work Ben Jacob thought was not by 
Ben Hofni at all and the reference here proves him wrong. 

63. A " Guide " in two volumes, by Ben Taib (?) and another work, 
" Splendour," by the same. 
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64. Commentary on Canticles, by Alfasi, beginning of eleventh 
century. No such work by the Rif is known to bibliographers. 

65. A Commentary, " »1N " (?), by Ibn Gikatilia, 

66. Talmudical Treatises by the Gaonim Sherira and Hai, end of 
tenth century. 

67. A Talmud Lexicon. Perhaps that of Zemach b. Paltoi Gaon 
(vide ante 30) ; cp. Eapoport, Rabbi Nathan, note 2, ZDMG., XII, 320. 
Kohut, Preface to Aruch, XVII-XXI, Vienna, 1878. 

68. A bound copy of the Book on the Unity of God by David al 
Mokammaz al Raki (ninth to tenth cent.). Nothing by this author has 
hitherto been known, he is quoted by Ibn Ezra and others. Among 
the Adler fragments the title and first page of this work has been 
preserved. It reads as follows : — 

pna bv nnaon -ie>y (?) naj "vcero Ymn ba '■a ^ndd n^a awia 
V^n fopofo jno p *nxrb axnaiw bpv bx 

bp p •obp' 1 frvoan p s D inn D-aiD \a wa nip*BO» "opa* aTia 

."id5^n nano p nnas in-no \xb n*a 
nnpi'N inN^x ^nib* hn^n n^N -p^n bxp jxa naho nnnax 
na nd ppotu^ fpjrc&N ^ p n^> nNniJioi'N \vy ynrar^N ynaota 
npND n:6an no pie onpni room owta [nxaJ^N b» n^y 

wnnnax }nb nya ncn .pptaD^N 
«»i> ^ix in |n ^ni nvp^s nin py finaxB^ in pidb^n tri.-6 
nNJJota dnhbn^ nppnm tinb^n p no^ota hpy^N ni> mnc 
n^> 1$ «h nata *a nyiw n^ nx t6 ins inw nana to^a i>N p 
t«kd rnno^N tnpta naa ftotnm ^n rb nine' nrmp p n^r 
ftotnma tnnxi nata ndnb Nina npoa np anaiw |n ^yi nx-naiota 
nhpa n^> ni t6 jto ndni dti^n px v£ir n^ni nata my px nisipa 
naxa ncnb noy d^k psi n^ni ^aioa dbni dv^k iiy pxi •''i ^n 
ion 1 ' *di ni>ipaa nata 13 nyttw in nrmp jy ni^y iS xh N-in*o 
rnay no n\b np^ nn*a . . . w« xi>i iwpi n^yn no i^x 

"Book containing questions as to the Unity of God and the 
rational and traditional explanation of the ten sephiroth by David 
Ben Mervan al Makamez al Raki : — 

In the name of God the Master of the Universe. 

It is written, 'He (God) will embrace me with the kisses of his 
mouth, for his love is stronger than passion for wine.' 
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The author commences by saying, 'Blessed be God, the God of 
Israel, the only One, the Eternal, who hath created out of nought the 
chief things existing ; He who teaches to man that by which he may 
attain eternal salvation. May he be glorified and sanctified beyond 
the power of his creators.' 

Verily if we have commenced by citing this verse it is because it 
presents an analogy with the principal object of this treatise. In 
effect it is a homage to that which is evidenced by the souls healthy 
and sick alike, and certified by intelligence exempt from infirmity, 
that God is one, and that he hath no rival who can dispute 
sovereignty with him, nor any antagonist who could have the power 
to deprive him of his might. His Unity demonstrates that he is 
eternal, and that he has created all which exists, and the Scripture 
pronounced that this is so. With regard to his Unity is the word of 
Scripture : 'And there is none beside him and there is no God besides 
him.' As to his having no rival, it is the text, ' I am God and there is 
no other God and none like unto me,' and again, 'And there is no 
God with me.' As to his having no antagonist, who could deprive 
him of his strength or dispute his sovereignty with him, then the 
text : ' And he shall say unto me what doest thou V " 

70. A bound volume of letters. 

71. The Work of Chivi Al Balchi, the famous sceptic whom Saadia 
so vehemently denounces in his Refutation of Chivi Al Balchi 'H3 
•ob^N ''in t6m, vide Israelsohn, B. E. J., XVII, 310. 

72. Arithmetic. 

73. The Massoretic Differences between Ben-Asher and Ben-Naphtali 
(vide Ginsburg's Introduction to the Hebrew Bible, cap. X), and a Com- 
mentary on the Mode of Reading the Law. 

77. A work on Punctuation. A Karaite Commentary on Samuel 
(cp.MS.Adler2iS, J.Q.B.,XII,677). R. Hai's Commentary on Chagiga : 
The Commentary on the Sefer Ha-galuy. The expression I'DSfl 
is significant, and its use in this catalogue has been referred to by 
Mayer Lambert in the B. E. J., XL, 260. M. Lambert says : " Ce titre 
s"appliquerait fort bien aux fragments que M. Harkavy et moi avons 
publies." Probably Saadia himself made a commentary on his Sefer 
Ha-galuy in the same way as Moses b. Ezra did with the piV 'D (vide 
ante 51) and the fragments extant are more likely to belong to this 
commentary than to its text. This fact perhaps accounts for some 
of the difficulties which Mr. Margoliouth has felt. In Harkavy, p. 180, 
Saadia says : 31DH N1H *3 "IC1N1 nm 1DDH DN ttnsb) ttnr£ b~lT\m Di'lK 

1 Vide Steinschneider, 880. This is an extract from what Ibn Ezra 
calls the iirt"n 'd. Steinschneider is correct as to the name. 
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imo»a paci nxn -irovt torn tenQ" wn inane "o dw^bpi $>a» 

133ni . " However I will try to translate and explain this book, and 
I assert that this will be the best of all commentaries for its author 
explains it, and he knows better than any and understands his 
intention and purport " (vide ante 32, where the T'DBn of the Sefer 
Jezira is mentioned without the addition of the name of its undoubted 
author Saadia). The Sefer Ha-galuy itself would seem to be an 
anonymous and somewhat mystical work by Saadia. The Tafsir, 
however, was more precise and more controversial, and has therefore, 
in part at least, survived its subject. If this theory be correct, there 
would be no difficulty in explaining Raabad's ignorance of its true 
authorship. 

Further notes on this "Catalogue" will be offered in a later 
number of the J. Q. B. 

E. N. Adler. 
I. Broyde. 



